[image: image1.jpg]



Coming to New Zealand

Written by Eileen Kim

Have you ever wondered what it might be like to leave your home to go and live in another country? 

In February 2010 my family left Korea to come to New Zealand. I was excited and a little bit nervous when I arrived in Christchurch because everyone was speaking English and I couldn’t understand. I was very quiet, not even speaking Korean. 

During my first week I started talking to my family about my new country. This place was very nice, like the country with few buildings and no apartments. I was worried about food and going to school. My mum said, “You don’t need to worry.” When we finished talking we went out to the mall. It was different with the sound of English everywhere. I stared at the people. They had strange eyes and hair and the girls were wearing so much makeup! At the mall we bought some food and school stuff. When we got back to the hotel we tried salt and vinegar chips. They were really salty! 

My first day at school, my mum, guardian and I went to the office. Some Heaton students took me to Room 12, my new classroom. When we walked to class they asked me questions but I didn’t answer them because I didn’t understand what they had said. The classroom was different too! The chairs and desks were interesting!  When I went out of classroom, I looked around the school and saw that the playground and field were different! There was so much green grass! Even the bell made a different sound!

A week later, I moved onto Room 7 because there were no Korean girls for me to speak to in Room 12. When I went to Room 7, they were very nice to me, especially the Korean girls who showed me what I needed to do. My teacher Mr. Naidoo was very kind and very friendly. I was very happy, more than when I was in Room 12. I have been playing for over one year with the same friends Anna and Lucy. 

After nearly two years, I feel really happy and I can speak English. New Zealand feels like my second home. I am glad I have been strong and brave!
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